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(57) ABSTRACT

A pressure gauge includes a first sensor for detecting a pres-
sure in a first range, a second sensor for detecting a pressure
in a second range, and a processing unit for determining a
pressure value based on outputs from the first sensor and the
second sensor. The first and the second ranges have an over-
lapping range, an upper limit of the second range is higher
than that of the first range, the processing unit determines a
correction value based on outputs from the first sensor and the
second sensor when a pressure falls within the overlapping
range, and the processing unit determines a pressure value
based on an output from the second sensor and the correction
value, when measuring, by using the second sensor, a pres-
sure in the second range, higher than that of the first pressure
range.
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FIG. 9

( START )—~—S101

\

READ VALUE D1 OUTPUT FROM C/D CONVERTER
CONNECTED TO HIGH PRESSURE SIDE SENSOR —— 5102
(DIAPHRAGM ELECTRODE 41)

Y

READ OUTPUT VALUE D2 FROM TEMPERATURE SENSOR 28 [——S103

READ CORRECTION VALUE 8 STORED IN MEMORY —— 5104

Y

CAUSE CPU 23 TO CALCULATE PRESSURE |
MEASUREMENT VALUE BASED ON D1, D2, AND § 5105

A

OUTPUT SIGNAL CORRESPONDING
TO PRESSURE FROM D/A CONVERTER 29 —— 5106
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1
DIAPHRAGM-TYPE PRESSURE GAUGE

This application is a continuation of International Patent
Application No. PCT/JIP2012/005803 filed on Sep. 12, 2012,
and claims priority to Japanese Patent Application No. 2011-
220565 filed on Oct. 5, 2011, the entire content of both of
which is incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a diaphragm-type pressure
gauge and, more particularly, to a diaphragm-type pressure
gauge having a widened measurement pressure range.

BACKGROUND ART

In a process of manufacturing electronic components or
semiconductor products, forming thin films and etching in a
vacuum apparatus are indispensable processes. In this case, it
is a general practice to proceed with the process while keep-
ing the internal pressure of the vacuum apparatus constant. As
a pressure gauge for measuring the internal pressure of the
vacuum apparatus in the process, a diaphragm-type pressure
gauge is often used, which can perform accurate pressure
measurement regardless of the type of gas.

FIG. 10 is a view showing an example of the structure of a
conventional diaphragm-type pressure gauge (PTL 1). A dia-
phragm-type pressure gauge with such a single diaphragm
structure has a pressure measurement range of two to four
orders of magnitudes. This is because the amount of displace-
ment of the diaphragm is very small on the low pressure range
side, and a variation of the diaphragm is not proportional to a
pressure on the high pressure range side. For this reason,
when measuring a wider pressure range with such a dia-
phragm-type pressure gauge, it is necessary to perform pres-
sure measurement by preparing a plurality of diaphragm-type
pressure gauges having different measurement pressure
ranges and individually measuring output voltages from the
respective pressure gauges. The diaphragm-type pressure
gauge disclosed in PTL 1 includes a correction electrode 10
located at a position out of the center of a diaphragm electrode
4 (diaphragm-type pressure detection element) so as to face it.
The capacitance detected by a fixed electrode 5 is corrected
by the capacitance detected by the correction electrode 10 to
reduce the influence of an ambient temperature on pressure
measurement. Even with the function of this correction elec-
trode, however, output voltage fluctuations due to ambient
temperature fluctuations are unavoidable. For this reason, the
diaphragm-type pressure gauge includes a potentiometer or
switch for moditying the fluctuation amount.

On the other hand, as shown in FIG. 11, a diaphragm-type
pressure gauge having two diaphragm-type pressure detec-
tion elements (PTL 2) is known. The diaphragm-type pres-
sure gauge disclosed in PTL 2 is manufactured by a micro-
machine technique using a semiconductor manufacturing
process technique. A vacuum sensor chip having an insulat-
ing substrate 13 bonded to a silicon substrate 14 (constituted
by an elastic structure 8 and a rigid structure 11) has a size of
about several mm to several 10 mm and a thickness of about
1 mm. Combining the two diaphragm-type pressure detection
elements having different measurement ranges makes it pos-
sible to measure a wider pressure range with a single dia-
phragm-type pressure gauge. A diaphragm-type pressure
gauge like that disclosed in PTL 2 is generally configured to
correct a capacitance influenced by ambient temperature fluc-
tuations for each diaphragm-type pressure element by using
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the correction electrodes respectively provided for the two
diaphragm-type pressure detection elements.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

PTL 1: U.S. Pat. No. 5,515,711
PTL 2: Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 2001-255225

SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

However, since the diaphragm-type pressure gauge dis-
closed in PTL 2 includes two diaphragm-type pressure detec-
tion elements, there are two pressure values to be measured in
a range where the diaphragm-type pressure detection ele-
ments which output measurement values are switched. For
this reason, some diaphragm-type pressure gauge entrusts
selection of a measurement value to be used to the user in a
range where the diaphragm-type pressure detection elements
are switched. However, in a range where the diaphragm-type
pressure detection elements are switched, since the dia-
phragm-type pressure detection element which detects a high
pressure range is inferior in measurement accuracy, a mea-
surement value error is relatively large. In order to solve such
a problem, there is proposed a method of performing calcu-
lation by averaging two pressure values in a switching range
or assigning weights and outputting the resultant value as one
measurement value. However, further improvement is
required in measurement accuracy.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a dia-
phragm-type pressure gauge in which a plurality of dia-
phragm-type pressure detection elements having different
pressure measurement ranges are arranged in a housing, and
good measurement accuracy is obtained in a range where the
diaphragm-type pressure detection elements are switched.

Solution to Problem

A diaphragm-type pressure gauge of the present invention
comprises a first sensor configured to measure a pressure in a
first pressure range, a second sensor configured to measure a
pressure in a second pressure range having an upper limit on
a high pressure side relative to the first pressure range and an
overlapping range with the first pressure range, and a com-
putation unit configured to calculate a pressure value corre-
sponding to outputs from the first sensor and the second
sensor, wherein when the first sensor and the second sensor
perform detection in the overlapping range, the computation
unit calculates a first pressure value corresponding to a signal
output from the first sensor and a second pressure value
corresponding to a signal output from the second sensor, and
calculates a signal value which is a value of a signal to be
output from the second sensor and which corresponds to a
difference between the first pressure value and the second
pressure value, and wherein when measuring a pressure in the
second pressure range which is higher than an upper limit of
the first pressure range, the computation unit outputs a pres-
sure value corresponding to a signal obtained by adding the
signal value to the signal output from the second sensor.

Advantageous Effects of Invention

The present invention can provide a diaphragm-type pres-
sure gauge in which a plurality of diaphragm-type pressure
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detection elements having different pressure detection ranges
are arranged in a housing, and good measurement accuracy is
obtained in a range where the diaphragm-type pressure detec-
tion elements are switched.

Other features and advantages of the present invention will
be apparent from the following description taken in conjunc-
tion with the accompanying drawings. Note that the same
reference numerals denote the same or like components
throughout the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of the specification, illustrate exemplary
embodiments of the invention and, together with the descrip-
tion, serve to explain the principles of the present invention.

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a diaphragm-type pressure
gauge according to an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a schematic view of a diaphragm-type pressure
gauge according to another embodiment of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing the system configura-
tion of a diaphragm-type pressure gauge G according to an
embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a graph showing the relationship between mea-
surement pressures and the digital values of capacitances
according to the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a graph showing the relationship between mea-
surement pressures from the diaphragm-type pressure gauge
and 1/O output signals according to the embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 6 is a graph showing the relationship between mea-
surement pressures and the digital values of capacitances
according to the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a graph showing the relationship between mea-
surement pressures from the diaphragm-type pressure gauge
and the digital values of pressures according to the embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a flowchart for the diaphragm-type pressure
gauge according to the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 9 is a flowchart of processing in step S009 in FIG. 8;

FIG. 10 is a schematic view showing an example of the
structure of a conventional diaphragm-type pressure gauge;
and

FIG. 11 is a schematic view showing another example of
the structure of a conventional diaphragm-type pressure

gauge.
DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows a diaphragm-type pressure gauge G accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention. The dia-
phragm-type pressure gauge G includes, as main constituent
elements, a housing 3 whose internal space communicates
with a vacuum apparatus 2, a diaphragm-type pressure detec-
tion unit 18 provided in the housing 3, and an electric circuit
7 which detects an output value from the diaphragm-type
pressure detection unit 18 as a pressure value. The housing 3
and an electric input terminal 9 separate an atmosphere side
space and a vacuum side space from each other. Diaphragm
electrodes 41 and 42 of the diaphragm-type pressure detec-
tion unit 18 are arranged in the vacuum side space, and the
electric circuit 7 is arranged in the atmosphere side space. The
electric circuit 7 is connected to an external control apparatus
or display apparatus via an electric output terminal 12. An /O
signal terminal 17 outputs, to the outside, information indi-
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4

cating whether the electrical signal output from the electric
output terminal 12 is the output measured by either of fixed
electrodes 5a or 5b.

It is possible to manufacture the diaphragm-type pressure
detection unit 18 by, for example, a micromachine technique
using a semiconductor manufacturing process technique. The
plurality of diaphragm electrodes 41 and 42 are formed on the
single silicon substrate. The diaphragm electrodes 41 and 42
have detection sensitivity with respect to different pressure
ranges. The plurality of diaphragm electrodes 41 and 42 have
different areas to have different pressure detection ranges.
The fixed electrodes 56 and 5a are arranged on an insulating
substrate 13 so as to face the diaphragm electrodes 41 and 42,
respectively. The gauge detects a pressure based on the
capacitances between the fixed electrodes 56 and 5a and the
diaphragm electrodes 41 and 42. The fixed electrode 54 and
the diaphragm electrode 42 constitute one diaphragm-type
pressure detection element (a low pressure side sensor or first
sensor). The fixed electrode 55 and the diaphragm electrode
41 constitute the other diaphragm-type pressure detection
element (a high pressure range sensor or second sensor).

The diaphragm electrode 42 functioning as part of a low
pressure side sensor (first sensor) has high sensitivity in a low
pressure range (first pressure range). The diaphragm elec-
trode 41 functioning as part of a high pressure range sensor
(second sensor) has high sensitivity in a high pressure range
(second pressure range). Although described later, in this
embodiment, the range in which the low pressure side sensor
outputs pressure measurement results is 0.01 Pa to 100 Pa,
and the range in which the high pressure range sensor outputs
pressure measurement results is 100 Pa to 100,000 Pa. Note
however that the range in which the low pressure side sensor
and the high pressure range sensor can perform pressure
measurement (the first and second pressure ranges) is wider
than the range in which each sensor can output pressure
measurement results. The first and second pressure ranges
have an overlapping range.

FIG. 2 shows a diaphragm-type pressure gauge G2 accord-
ing to another embodiment of the present invention. The
diaphragm-type pressure gauge G2 differs from the dia-
phragm-type pressure gauge G shown in FIG. 1 in that it
includes two mutually separated diaphragm-type pressure
detection elements. Diaphragm-type pressure detection ele-
ments 22a and 225 are respectively formed on silicon sub-
strates 24a and 24h which are independent of each other.
Diaphragm electrodes 41a and 42a have different thicknesses
to make the diaphragm-type pressure detection elements 22a
and 225 have different pressure detection ranges. Note that
the diaphragm electrodes 41a and 42¢ may have the same
area.

Referring to FIG. 2, assume that the diaphragm electrode
42a has a size of 7 mm square, and the distance between the
diaphragm electrode 42a and a fixed electrode 5a is 9 um. In
this case, if the diaphragm electrode 42a has a thickness 0f 22
um, it is possible to obtain the diaphragm-type pressure detec-
tion element 225 with a full scale pressure of 100 Pa. Like-
wise, assume that the diaphragm electrode 414 has a size of 7
mm square, the distance between the diaphragm electrode
41a and a fixed electrode 56 is 9 pm, and the diaphragm
electrode 41a has a thickness of 200 um. In this case, it is
possible to obtain the diaphragm-type pressure detection ele-
ment 22qa with a full scale pressure of 100,000 Pa. Although
the diaphragm-type pressure detection elements 226 and 22a
can be manufactured by a micromachine technique, the same
effect can be obtained by using diaphragm-type pressure
detection elements manufactured by a machining process.
Although the diaphragm-type pressure gauge G has been
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described with reference to FIGS. 4 and 5, the description of
the “diaphragm electrodes 41 and 427, which has been made
with reference to FIGS. 4 and 5, is read as that of the “dia-
phragm electrodes 41a and 424” of the diaphragm-type pres-
sure gauge G2.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing the system configura-
tion of the diaphragm-type pressure gauge G. A control cir-
cuit for the diaphragm-type pressure gauge G includes dia-
phragm-type pressure detection elements 32 and 33, C/D
converters 21, a CPU (Central Processing Unit) 23, a tem-
perature sensor 28, a measurement pressure adjustment appa-
ratus 27, a memory 25, a D/A converter 29, and an [/O output
terminal 31. The diaphragm-type pressure detection element
32 has a capacitor structure (low pressure side sensor) con-
stituted by the diaphragm electrode 42 and the fixed electrode
5a in the diaphragm-type pressure gauge G. The diaphragm-
type pressure detection element 33 has a capacitor structure
(high pressure range sensor) constituted by the diaphragm
electrode 41 and the fixed electrode 554 in the diaphragm-type
pressure gauge G. On the other hand, in the diaphragm-type
pressure gauge G2, the diaphragm-type pressure detection
element 32 has a capacitor structure constituted by the dia-
phragm electrode 42a and the fixed electrode 5a, and the
diaphragm-type pressure detection element 33 has a capacitor
structure constituted by the diaphragm electrode 41a and the
fixed electrode 5b. The C/D converters 21 are respectively
provided for the pressure detection elements 32 and 33, and
are configured to convert the capacitance values output from
the pressure detection elements 32 and 33 into digital values.
The memory 25 is a storage apparatus allowing the CPU 23 to
perform write access and read access. The D/A converter 29
converts the digital value output from the CPU 23 into an
analog value.

The C/D converters 21 convert the analog signals (capaci-
tance values) output from the pressure detection elements 32
and 33 into digital values (the digital values of the capacitance
values) and send them to the CPU 23. The CPU 23 converts a
digital value indicating the capacitance value supplied from
the C/D converter 21 into a digital value indicating a pressure
value by performing processing based on the measurement
value obtained by the temperature sensor 28 and signals from
the measurement pressure adjustment apparatus 27 and the
memory 25, and sends the digital value to the D/A converter
29. The D/A converter 29 outputs an output signal (a voltage
value indicating a pressure value) corresponding to the digital
value indicating the input pressure value, as an analog value,
from the electric output terminal 12. At this time, the D/A
converter 29 also outputs information indicating that the sig-
nal output from the electric output terminal 12 is the output
measured by a specific one of the pressure detection elements
32 and 33 from the 1/O output terminal 31 to the outside.

The number of the diaphragm electrodes 41 and 42 of the
diaphragm-type pressure detection element 18 is not limited
to two, and may be three or more. When the pressure detection
elements 32 and 33 output pressure values as capacitance
values (an output from the first sensor or second sensor), the
pressure detection elements 32 and 33 are connected to the
C/D converters 21 which convert capacitance values into
digital values. In addition, if the pressure detection elements
32 and 33 are elements for outputting pressure values as
voltage values, the pressure detection elements 32 and 33 are
connected to A/D converters instead of the C/D converters 21
to supply digital values indicating voltage values to the CPU

Outputs from the pressure detection elements 32 and 33
can change due to changes in ambient temperature in addition
to pressure. For this reason, this pressure gauge collects the
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output characteristics of digital values for each ambient tem-
perature (detected by the temperature sensor 28 in FIG. 3) of
the pressure detection elements 32 and 33 as data in advance
and stores the temperature characteristic data in the memory
25. Note that the measurement pressure adjustment apparatus
27 will be described later.

FIG. 4 is a graph showing the relationship between mea-
surement pressures and the digital values of capacitance val-
ues output from each C/D converter 21. Referring to FIG. 4,
characteristic A indicates the output characteristic of a pres-
sure detection element with a full scale pressure of 100 Pa,
and characteristic B indicates the output characteristic of a
pressure detection element with a full scale pressure of 100,
000 Pa. In the diaphragm-type pressure gauges G and G2,
characteristic A indicates an output from the pressure detec-
tion element (the low pressure side sensor or first sensor)
having the fixed electrode 5a, and characteristic B indicates
an output from the pressure detection element (the high pres-
sure range sensor or second sensor) having the fixed electrode
5b. In a range with a measurement pressure higher than 100
Pa, the CPU 23 processes an output signal (the digital value of
a capacitance) indicating the pressure detected by the pres-
sure detection element having the fixed electrode 56 with a
full scale pressure of 100,000 Pa, thereby generating a digital
value indicating a pressure value. In a range with a measure-
ment pressure lower than 100 Pa, the CPU 23 processes an
output signal (the digital value of a capacitance) indicating
the pressure detected by the pressure detection element hav-
ing the fixed electrode 5a with a full scale pressure of 100 Pa,
thereby generating a digital value indicating a pressure value.
The D/A converter 29 outputs the digital value indicating the
pressure value, as a voltage value (analog value) indicating
the output value, from the output terminal. The CPU 23 cor-
rects the digital value indicating the pressure value based on
a signal indicating the temperature provided from the tem-
perature sensor 28 and temperature characteristic data in the
memory 25, and outputs the corrected value. That is, the CPU
23 outputs a digital value indicating the pressure value whose
error due to an ambient temperature is reduced. The D/A
converter 29 therefore outputs, from the output terminal, the
value (pressure value) whose error due to the ambient tem-
perature is reduced.

As a result, the diaphragm-type pressure gauge G has a
pressure-output voltage characteristic like that shown in FI1G.
4. The diaphragm-type pressure gauge G outputs the /O
output signal shown in FIG. 5 from the /O output terminal 31.
This I/O output signal indicates that the output terminal of the
D/A converter 29 has output a detection result from a specific
one of the pressure detection elements respectively having the
fixed electrode 5a and the fixed electrode 5. Referring to
FIG. 5, a low voltage (Low) indicates an /O output signal
when the D/A converter 29 has output a detection result (first
pressure value) from the low pressure side pressure detection
element (fixed electrode 5a). A high voltage (High) indicates
an [/O output signal when the D/A converter 29 has output a
detection result (second pressure value) from the high pres-
sure range pressure detection element (fixed electrode 56).
Note that the pressure detection elements indicated by 1/O
output signals may be opposite to those described above
without any problem.

A range E indicated in gray in FIG. 4 indicates the range in
which detection pressure values (the digital values of capaci-
tances) from the pressure detection elements 32 and 33,
which are output from the D/A converter 29, fluctuate when
an ambient temperature fluctuates by £10° C. Obviously,
measurement errors in measurement pressures are large near
100 Pa to 1,000 Pa indicated by a range Z in FIG. 4. In
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addition, the high pressure range pressure detection element
(fixed electrode 5b) can perform pressure measurement
although errors are large in the range of 100 Pa orless. That is,
the overlapping range of the high pressure range pressure
detection element and the low pressure side pressure detec-
tion element is a range equal to or less than 100 Pa (0 to 100
Pa). The diaphragm-type pressure gauge G is therefore con-
figured to always correct a detection pressure value (the digi-
tal value of a capacitance or second pressure value) from the
high pressure range pressure detection element (fixed elec-
trode 5b) based on a detection pressure value (the digital value
of'a capacitance or first pressure value) from the low pressure
side pressure detection element (fixed electrode 54a) in the
pressure range of measurement pressures equal to or less than
100 Pa.

FIG. 6 is a graph showing the relationship between mea-
surement pressures and the digital values of capacitances
output from the CPU 23. The pressure gauge corrects the
digital value of a capacitance from the pressure detection
element having the fixed electrode 54 based on the digital
value of a capacitance from the pressure detection element
having the fixed electrode Sa. With this correction, as shown
in FIG. 6, the diaphragm-type pressure gauge G increases the
accuracy of a detection pressure value (the digital value of a
capacitance) from pressure detection element (fixed electrode
5b) on the high pressure range near measurement pressures of
100 Pa to 1,000 Pa. A specific arrangement for correcting a
detection output value (second pressure value) from the fixed
electrode 5b will be described later.

On the other hand, as shown in FIG. 7, the diaphragm-type
pressure gauge G can be configured to make the digital values
of pressures output from the CPU 23 have a linear relation-
ship with the logarithmic values of pressures in the entire
measurement pressure range. More specifically, the CPU 23
outputs the digital value of a pressure upon converting a
pressure change in output voltage on one order of magnitude
on the ordinate in FIG. 4 (the digital value of a capacitance)
into a 0.5-V output voltage change. Although the gray portion
in FIG. 7 shows an example of pressure measurement errors
caused by ambient temperature fluctuations, since FIG. 7
shows pressures calculated based on the characteristic in FIG.
6, an increase in pressure measurement error near 100 Pa to
1,000 Pa shown in FIG. 6 is eliminated.

The measurement pressure adjustment apparatus 27 (exter-
nal input unit) will be described below. The measurement
pressure adjustment apparatus 27 is an apparatus which forc-
ibly adjusts a pressure measurement error in a region with low
measurement pressures equal to or less than Yo of the full
scale pressure of the gauge, and is connected to the CPU 23 as
shown in FIG. 3. For example, the pressure gauge can reduce
a pressure measurement error at the measurement of a pres-
sure of 1 Pa or less by adjusting a measurement pressure of
0.01 Pa or less so as to forcibly set the digital value of the
pressure output from the CPU 23 to the D/A converter 29 to 0
10 0.001 V. More specifically, upon receiving a signal from the
measurement pressure adjustment apparatus 27, the CPU 23
adjusts the digital value of the pressure output from the D/A
converter 29 to 0 to 0.001 V. A condition for making the
measurement pressure adjustment apparatus 27 output a sig-
nal to the CPU 23 is, for example, the time when the user
presses a push button provided on the measurement pressure
adjustment apparatus 27.

That is, the measurement pressure adjustment apparatus 27
is an apparatus which is used by the user to forcibly set a
pressure value from the outside. If, for example, an error has
occurred concerning the zero point of the diaphragm-type
pressure gauge G, the user evacuates the vacuum chamber to
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a sufficiently low pressure and presses the push button or
adjusts a trimmer and forcibly resets a pressure measurement
value of the low pressure side sensor (diaphragm electrode
42) to a predetermined pressure value. Since the measure-
ment pressure adjustment apparatus 27 is configured to
include the push button, the user can easily adjust the zero
point. This improves operability.

When a pressure is 0.01 Pa or less, it is possible to detect it
by using, for example, a vacuum gauge for high vacuum
pressure measurement such as a B-A gauge. In some case, it
is possible to estimate or measure the time taken to set a
pressure to 0.01 Pa or less based on the arrangement of an
evacuation system and the size of a vacuum chamber, and to
arrange the push button so that it may be pressed during that
time. Obviously, the pressure gauge may be configured so as
to make the measurement pressure adjustment apparatus 27
output a signal to the CPU 23 when the vacuum gauge detects
a pressure becomes a 0.01 Pa or less.

An output voltage from the diaphragm-type pressure gauge
G can be a negative value in a low pressure range. That is, an
output voltage value from the diaphragm-type pressure gauge
G becomes a negative output in a pressure range with a
pressure of 0.1 Pa or less, and the gauge may indicate an
unrealistic measurement result (a negative pressure value).
For this reason, the CPU 23 can be configured to operate the
measurement pressure adjustment apparatus 27 to correct,
upon calculating a pressure measurement value as a negative
value, the error between its actual pressure value and a mea-
surement pressure by forcibly converting the pressure value
into a positive value (for example, 0.0001 Pa) as close as to
zero as possible.

An arrangement for correcting a detection output value
from the pressure detection element having the fixed elec-
trode 5b will be described next. FIG. 8 is a flowchart for
correcting a detection output value from the pressure detec-
tion element having the fixed electrode 56. Note that in the
description with reference to FIG. 8, a “pressure measure-
ment value” is, for example, a detection output value (the
digital value of a capacitance), and is a value (first and second
pressure values) proportional to capacitances from the fixed
electrodes 5a and 54. When the diaphragm-type pressure
gauge G starts measurement (step S001), the CPU 23 deter-
mines in step S002 whether the measurement pressure adjust-
ment apparatus 27 (external input unit) has issued an instruc-
tion. IfYES in step S002, the process advances to step S003.
In step S003, the CPU 23 forcibly sets a pressure measure-
ment value from the low pressure side sensor (the pressure
detection element having the fixed electrode 5a) to a prede-
termined pressure set value, stores the predetermined pres-
sure set value in the memory 25, and outputs the pressure
measurement value to the display apparatus, personal com-
puter, and the like in step S004.

A case in which the measurement pressure adjustment
apparatus 27 is used as a zero point setting unit will be
described below. If a predetermined pressure set value is 0.01
Pa, the CPU 23 outputs a pressure measurement value from
the low pressure side sensor (fixed electrode 5a) as the digital
value of a pressure corresponding to the 0.01 Pa in step S004.
In this embodiment, when the measurement pressure adjust-
ment apparatus 27 operates, the CPU 23 outputs the digital
value of a pressure corresponding to 0.01 Pa to the D/A
converter, and stores a pressure measurement value from the
low pressure side sensor (fixed electrode 5a) at this time as a
pressure measurement value corresponding to 0.01 Pa in the
memory 25. In the embodiment, a predetermined pressure set
value is 0.01 Pa. Obviously, however, this value may be set to
0 Pa or 0.001 Pa. When using the measurement pressure
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adjustment apparatus 27 as a unit other than a zero point
setting unit, the user changes this predetermined pressure set
value.

If NO in step S002, the CPU 23 determines in step S005
whether a pressure measurement value from the low pressure
side sensor (fixed electrode 5a) is equal to or less than the full
scale (100 Pa). If YES in step S005, the process advances to
step S006. In step S006, the CPU 23 stores, in the memory 25,
the correction value (the signal value corresponding to a
pressure difference) which is calculated from (a) a pressure
value calculated from a pressure measurement value from the
pressure detection element (high pressure range sensor or
second sensor) having the fixed electrode 55 and (b) a pres-
sure measurement value from the pressure detection element
(the low pressure side sensor or first sensor) having the fixed
electrode 5a. In step S009 (to be described later), the CPU 23
corrects the pressure measurement value from the high pres-
sure range sensor (the pressure detection element having the
fixed electrode 5b) by using the correction value and the
pressure measurement value from the low pressure side sen-
sor in step S005. More specifically, the CPU 23 corrects the
pressure measurement value from the high pressure range
sensor by adding the correction value to it. In step S007, the
CPU 23 outputs the digital value of a pressure corresponding
to the pressure measurement value from the low pressure side
sensor (the pressure detection element having the fixed elec-
trode 5a). In step S007, since the CPU 23 refers to data from
the temperature sensor 25 and data in the memory, the digital
value of the pressure output from the CPU 23 has undergone
correction of the influence of an ambient temperature.

I NO in step S005, the process advances to step S008. In
step S008, the CPU 23 determines whether the pressure mea-
surement value from the high pressure range sensor (the
pressure detection element having the fixed electrode 5b) is
equal to or less than the full scale (100,000 Pa). If YES in step
S008, the process advances to step S009. In step S009, the
CPU 23 corrects the pressure value calculated from the pres-
sure measurement value from the high pressure range sensor
(fixed electrode 55) by using the correction value stored in the
memory 25 in step S006, and outputs the resultant value from
the output terminal of the D/A converter 29. If NO in step
S008, the process advances to step S010. In step S010, the
CPU 23 outputs an over-range signal or the measurement
pressure value of the high pressure range sensor. Note that the
CPU 23 always repeatedly executes the processing in the
above flowchart (steps S001 to END).

The correction processing in step S009 will be described
below with reference to FIG. 9. FIG. 9 is a flowchart for the
processing in step S009. First of all, the CPU 23 reads a value
D1 output from the C/D converter 21 connected to the high
pressure range sensor (the pressure detection element having
the fixed electrode 554) 33 (step S102). The CPU 23 then reads
an output value D2 from the temperature sensor 28 and a
correction value 9 stored in the memory 25 (steps S103 and
S104). The CPU 23 calculates a pressure value based on the
values of D1, D2, and 9 (step S105), and outputs the pressure
value to the outside via the D/A converter 29 (step S106). In
this case, the CPU 23 overwrites the memory 25 with the
latest correction value § every time the low pressure side
sensor 32 operates. That is, the CPU 23 updates the correction
value 3 every time the pressure in a measurement atmosphere
decreases to the measurement pressure range of the low pres-
sure side sensor 32, and hence the pressure measurement
value in the pressure range in which the high pressure range
sensor 33 operates becomes stable and accurate.

A specific arrangement for correcting a pressure value
from the high pressure range sensor 33 will be described next.
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As described above, the correction value (signal value) d is a
signal value which is a value of a signal to be output from the
high pressure range sensor 33 and which corresponds to the
difference between (a) the pressure value calculated from a
pressure measurement value from the low pressure side sen-
sor 32 when the sensor 32 performs measurement for an
arbitrary pressure in the measurement pressure range of the
low pressure side sensor 32, and (b) the pressure value cal-
culated from a pressure measurement value from the high
pressure range sensor 33 when the sensor 33 performs mea-
surement for the arbitrary pressure. A procedure for acquiring
the correction value & will be described. First of all, the
pressure value converted from the digital value (the digital
value of a capacitance) output from the C/D converter 21 for
the low pressure side sensor 32 is determined as a pressure
measurement value (first pressure value) from the low pres-
sure side sensor 32. On the other hand, the pressure value
converted from the digital value (the digital value of a capaci-
tance) output from the C/D converter 21 for the high pressure
range sensor 33 is determined as a pressure measurement
value (second pressure value) from the high pressure range
sensor 33. The CPU 23 acquires the difference between a
pressure measurement value from the low pressure side sen-
sor 32 and a pressure measurement value from the high pres-
sure range sensor 33. The correction value (signal value) d is
the value obtained by converting the difference between the
pressure measurement value from the low pressure side sen-
sor 32 and the pressure measurement value from the high
pressure range sensor 33 into a digital value output from the
high pressure range sensor 33.

Although the pressure (predetermined pressure) measured
at the time of acquiring the correction value (signal value) &
can be an arbitrary pressure in the measurement pressure
range (first pressure range) of the low pressure side sensor 32,
the pressure is preferably a value near the pressure at which
the low pressure side sensor 32 is switched to the high pres-
sure range sensor 33, that is, a value near the upper limit of the
measurement pressure range of the low pressure side sensor
32. This is because a measurement error in the high pressure
range sensor 33 can be minimized. Note that since the mea-
surement pressure range of the low pressure side sensor 32 in
this embodiment is 100 Pa or less, the pressure (predeter-
mined pressure) measured at the time of acquiring the cor-
rection value 9 is preferably 100 Pa. This makes it possible to
minimize an error in the high pressure range sensor 33 at the
pressure (100 Pa) at which the value to be output from the D/A
converter 29 is switched from the measurement value based
on the low pressure side sensor 32 to the measurement value
based on the high pressure range sensor 33.

This embodiment has exemplified the case in which the
number of pressure detection elements (capacitor structures
constituted by diaphragm electrodes and fixed electrodes) is
two. The present invention can be applied to an arrangement
having three or more diaphragm electrodes, which can more
accurately obtain a pressure in a wider range.

According to the diaphragm-type pressure gauge of the
present invention, since a measurement pressure for acquir-
ing a correction value can be one arbitrary pressure in the
measurement pressure range of the low pressure side sensor,
the pressure gauge can be configured to facilitate correction
value acquiring operation and ensure high accuracy through-
out a wide pressure range with a relatively simple apparatus
arrangement. In addition, it is possible to facilitate correcting
operation by automatically acquiring a correction value when
the pressure in a space which is measured by the diaphragm-
type pressure gauge of the present invention passes through
the pressure (100 Pa in the above embodiment) at which the
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measurement value based on the low pressure side sensor is
switched to the measurement value based on the high pressure
range sensor. This makes it possible to provide a user-friendly
diaphragm-type pressure gauge.

A single diaphragm-type pressure gauge of the present
invention can measure a pressure in a wide range. It is pos-
sible to correct a measurement error due to ambient tempera-
ture fluctuations. In addition, using the measurement pressure
adjustment apparatus 27 can prevent a measurement pressure
from becoming a negative value and adjust a self output
voltage value.

The present invention is not limited to the above embodi-
ments and various changes and modifications can be made
within the spirit and scope of the present invention. Therefore,
to apprise the public of the scope of the present invention, the
following claims are made.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

G, G2: diaphragm-type pressure gauge, 1: reference pres-
sure chamber, 2: vacuum apparatus, 3: housing, 4, 4a,
41, 42, 41a, 42a: diaphragm clectrode; 5: fixed elec-
trode; 6: getter, 7: electric circuit, 8: elastic structure, 9:
conductive wiring, 10: correction electrode, 11: rigid
structure, 12: electric output terminal, 13: insulating
substrate, 14, 24: silicon substrate, 15: projection struc-
ture, 16: electrode pad, 17: I/O output terminal, 18, 22:
diaphragm-type pressure detection element, 19: input
terminal, 21: C/D converter, 23: CPU, 25: memory, 27:
measurement pressure adjustment apparatus, 28: tem-
perature sensor, 29: D/A converter, 31: I/O output ter-
minal, 32, 33: pressure detection element

The invention claimed is:

1. A diaphragm-type pressure gauge, comprising:

a first sensor configured to measure a pressure in a first
pressure range;

a second sensor configured to measure a pressure in a
second pressure range having an upper limit on a high
pressure side relative to the first pressure range and an
overlapping range with the first pressure range, each of
said first sensor and said second sensor being configured
to measure a pressure relative to a reference pressure in
a reference pressure chamber; and

a computation unit configured to calculate a pressure value
corresponding to outputs from said first sensor and said
second sensor,

wherein when said first sensor and said second sensor
perform detection in the overlapping range, said com-
putation unit calculates a first pressure value corre-
sponding to a signal output from said first sensor and a
second pressure value corresponding to a signal output
from said second sensor, and calculates a signal value
which is a value of a signal to be output from said second
sensor and which corresponds to a difference between
the first pressure value and the second pressure value,
and
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wherein when measuring a pressure in the second pressure
range which is higher than an upper limit of the first
pressure range, said computation unit outputs a pressure
value corresponding to a signal obtained by adding the
signal value to the signal output from said second sensor.

2. The diaphragm-type pressure gauge according to claim

1, wherein both the first pressure value and the second pres-
sure value are measured with a pressure at the upper limit of
the first pressure range.

3. The diaphragm-type pressure gauge according to claim

1, further comprising an external input unit connected to said
computation unit, wherein said computation unit performs
setting to calculate a signal output from said first sensor as a
predetermined pressure value upon receiving a signal output
from said external input unit.

4. The diaphragm-type pressure gauge according to claim

1, further comprising a storage unit connected to said com-
putation unit,

wherein said computation unit stores, in said storage unit,
the signal value from said second sensor, which corre-
sponds to the difference, and

wherein said computation unit reads out the signal value
from said storage unit and adds the signal value to a
signal output from said second sensor, when measuring
a pressure in the second pressure range which is higher
than the upper limit of the first pressure range.

5. The diaphragm-type pressure gauge according to claim

4, wherein when a new signal value is stored in said storage
unit, the signal value stored in said storage unit is overwritten
with the new signal value.

6. A diaphragm-type pressure gauge, comprising:

a first sensor configured to detect a pressure in a first
pressure range;

a second sensor configured to detect a pressure in a second
pressure range, each of said first sensor and said second
sensor being configured to measure a pressure relative to
a reference pressure in a reference pressure chamber;
and

a processing unit which determines a pressure value based
on outputs from said first sensor and said second sensor,

wherein the first pressure range and the second pressure
range have an overlapping range,

wherein an upper limit of the second pressure range is
higher than an upper limit of the first pressure range,

wherein said processing unit determines a correction value
based on outputs from said first sensor and said second
sensor when a pressure falls within the overlapping
range, and

wherein said processing unit determines a pressure value
based on an output from said second sensor and the
correction value, when measuring, by using said second
sensor, a pressure in the second pressure range, which is
higher than the upper limit of the first pressure range.
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